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Join us in Arrábida
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From Plat iba nda  
 to Br ise-soleil
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How three architectural styles shaped the Algarve
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Above: Loulé’s unmissable municipal market. Below left: Casa Verde 
in the main pedestrian street in Faro; right: Casa Folque in Vila Real 
de Santo António

opened in 1932, still evokes the atmosphere of the grand 
coffee houses of Lisbon and Porto; Café Calcinha in Loulé 
belongs to the same tradition. 

Once you know what to look for, you will find this 
architecture everywhere. In Faro at Casa 1923, in Olhão 
at the former Café Mourão and Recreativa Progresso, 
and along Avenida José Costa Mealha and surrounding 
areas in Loulé. The municipal market halls of Loulé and 
Olhão, with their Neo-Moorish influences, also belong to 
this architectural world. These are buildings that look back 
to another era, but together they tell the same story: one of 
growth, new opportunities and the desire to make an instant 
and ever-lasting impression.

While the prosperous middle classes had already displayed 
their wealth, from the 1930s Portugal’s rulers took a different 
approach. Under António de Oliveira Salazar’s authoritarian 
Estado Novo regime, architecture was expected to express 
order, restraint and dignity. Thus emerged Português Suave, 
seen particularly in public buildings – banks, post offices, 
courts and schools.

Symmetrical façades, tiled roofs, stone entrances, 
pediments and round arches evoked an idealised image of 
Portugal. The style was strongly influenced by the ideas of 
architect Raul Lino, whose books and essays on the Casa 
Portuguesa helped establish an image of the traditional 
Portuguese house.

Once you know the style, it is easy to recognise its 
symmetry – gently undulating tiled roofs, cornices and small 
corner towers. In the Algarve, the buildings also acquired a 
distinct local character through the use of local limestone, 
often revealing fossilised shells and other marine life.

The most important practitioner of this architecture in the 
Algarve was Jorge Oliveira. In 1943, Duarte Pacheco, the 
Minister of Public Works, sent him to Faro to help guide the 
region’s rapid urban expansion. Oliveira designed numerous 
public buildings and houses in Faro, Olhão, Portimão and Vila 
Real de Santo António. In Faro, his work can be seen in the 
Caixa Geral de Depósitos, with its distinctive round tower, 
and the adjacent Casa Verde. Step inside this clothing and 
fabric shop and take a moment to enjoy its 1950s interior.

Português Suave was not restricted to public buildings. The 
primary schools built during the Estado Novo are also typical 
examples. They were standardised modern school buildings, 
but whitewashed walls, red tiled roofs, arches, verandas and 
other regional features gave them a deliberately traditional 
Portuguese appearance.

A very different variant can be found in the east of the 
Algarve. On the banks of the Guadiana in Vila Real de Santo 
António stands the impressive Casa Folque, designed by 
Raul Lino in 1926. The villa has a monumental entrance with 
columns and mansard roofs, referring to the architecture of 
the Pombaline period. 

Designed by Lino for Sebastián Ramirez, the Spanish 
director of Vila Real de Santo António’s largest canning 
factory, it is regarded as an important precursor to, and 
influence on, the later Português Suave style.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF A NEW NATIONAL IDENTITY




